
PALESTINE-ISRAEL VIRTUAL SECTORAL TRADE DELEGATION 

A virtual sectoral trade delegation between Palestine and Israel was organized by the Ankara 
Ferrous and Non-Ferrous Metals Exporters' Association from February 21 to 24, 2021. To inform the 
companies about the region and the delegation, an opening program was held with the participation 
of TIM President İsmail Gülle, Jerusalem Consulate General Ambassador Ahmet Rıza Demirer, Tel Aviv 
Embassy Chargé d'Affaires Tolga Budak, Ankara Ferrous  and Non-Ferrous Metals Exporters' 
Association President Şerafettin Ceceli, and Jerusalem Trade Attaché Sabahaddin Tarhan. 

The delegation, which started on February 21, 2021, was deemed quite successful for all 
participating companies, as anticipated. Although the number of participating Turkish companies and 
the number of meetings with Israeli and Palestinian companies was relatively low, the company 
matches in terms of quality and sector were well-aligned. Approximately 80% of the participating 
companies reported having met buyers relevant to their sectors. Turkish companies that did not 
directly find buyers expressed satisfaction with the opportunity to meet Israeli and Palestinian firms, 
as it allowed them to establish potential business connections for the future. 

Particularly with Palestinian companies, which are not limited to a single sector and can 
engage in a variety of trades, the business connections formed offer promising prospects for the 
future. With the support and attention shown by the relevant Trade Attaché, the participating 
companies expressed positive views on the continuation of virtual sectoral trade delegations, creating 
alternative trade environments during the pandemic. 
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